Children’s Mobile Phone Policy

Assumption Senior Girls National School

School Address: Walkinstown, Dublin 12

Roll number: 18170B

School Patron: Archdiocese of Dublin

Introductory Statement

The objective of this policy is to clarify protocols around children’s use of mobile phones within the
school grounds so as to ensure the safety and privacy of pupils and staff members.

This policy was drawn up in response to the technological advances that have seen a significant
increase in the use of mobile phones amongst the school population over recent years.

Rationale

= Mobile phones are intrusive and distracting in a school environment. Strategies need to
be in place to reduce the intrusiveness of unauthorized use in a school setting.

= Mobile phones have the potential to disrupt the privacy of pupils and staff members.




Relationship to School Ethos

The use of mobile phones/personal recording devices contravenes the provision of a safe and secure
school environment conducive to learning, a provision that is central to the ethos of Assumption
Senior Girls NS.

Internal School Procedures
The following are the guidelines for mobile phones in school.

e Mobile phones/personal recording devices are not permitted on school grounds. If a pupil is
found to have an unauthorised device or is using a device, the device will be confiscated
and kept until a parent/quardian comes and collects the device.

e Sending messages or the unauthorised taking of images with a mobile phone
camera/personal recording devices, still or moving, is in direct breach of the school's
acceptable use policy.

e This mobile phone policy will also apply to school trips and during after-school activities on
the school premises.

e Pupils who need to contact home for urgent reasons during school hours may do so through
the school secretary using the school phone.

e Any further breach of this policy will be dealt with under the School Code of Behaviour policy.

The only exception to this is the prior approval of the principal due to extenuating circumstances (e.g.
a child with diabetes needing a device for health measurements). Parents/guardians must schedule
face-to-face meeting with the principal to get approval for their child to have a mobile phone on school
grounds. (this is be introduced by Easter 2024, until then phone lockers will be in use school wide))

Internal School Procedures

The following are the guidelines for mobile phones/personal recording devices in school once
approved by School Principal

Mobile phone/personal recording devices will be switched off on school grounds at all times
The phone must be kept in a zip lock bag with the pupil’s name clearly marked on it

The phone will be stored in a designated locker for the duration of the school day

Pupils retrieve phone from locker at the end of the school day under the supervision of a staff
member

Phone is switched off and stored in school bag until they leave school grounds

e It should be switched off and should not be used, for any purpose, on school premises,
grounds or during off-site school activities (such as school swimming or sports activities).

= If a staff member has reason to believe that a mobile phone contains unsuitable
material, unauthorised photographs or recordings of other students and/or staff
members the mobile phone may have to be confiscated. Following this the child’s
parents may have to come to the office to pick it up and check the content of the phone
with a member of staff.

= If necessary Tusla and/or The Gardai may need to be informed.



=  Where there is a suspicion that the material on the device may provide evidence
relating to a criminal offence the phone may need to be handed over to the gardai for
further investigation. Parents will be informed in such circumstances.

= It should be noted that it can be deemed a criminal offence to use a mobile phone to
menace, harass or offend another person. As with all such incidents, the school may
consider it appropriate to involve the gardai.

Lost, stolen or damaged phones
= The school accepts no responsibility for replacing lost, stolen or damaged mobile
phones. The safety and security of mobile phones is wholly a matter for pupils/parents.

= The school accepts no responsibility for pupils who lose or have their mobile phones
stolen while travelling to and from school.

= Mobile phones which are found in the school and whose owner cannot be located
should be handed to a member of the school staff.

= Itis strongly advised that pupils use passwords/pin numbers to limit the risk of
unauthorised access to their device (e.g., by other pupils, or if stolen).

Roles and Responsibilities

It is the responsibility of all the school community to share in the co-ordination and implementation of
this policy.

Evaluation

This policy is monitored on an ongoing basis and amendments added as new technology comes on
stream.

Implementation
Ratified by Board of Management and communicated to the school community.

Signed:  Fr Paul Glennon Date: 22nd December 2023

Chairperson, BOM



